
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 24‘^ 2006 

Faith Sharing 
Readings and Questions for 
Week of December 31®‘, 2006 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 Colossians 3:12-21 
Luke 2:41-52 

Theme: Jesus establishes his obedience to 
and relationship with God the Father. 
Question for Adults: How are you, too, 
called to our Father’s house? 

Question for Children: Why is it 

important to obey our parents? Why is it 
important to obey God? 

Monday, December 25“*, 2006 

Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

Mass During the Day 

Is 52:7-10 Heb 1:1-6 Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Office Closed 
9:00 a.m. Dally Liturgy 
Intention: In memory of Cheryl Rohl 

Bread Baker: Lori Kline 
Altar Servers: Caitlin Wilson*, Matthew & 
Christopher Van Asma, Bethany, Hannah, & 
Elijah Ehresmann 

Blood: Betsy Van Asma, Dean & Mary 
Antonsen, Brenda Jacobs 
Body: Brenda Czmowski 
Lector: Ken & Kathy Van Asma 
Sacristan: Ken & Kathy Van Asma 
Usher: Tom Van Asma & Marc Jacobs 

Tuesday, December 26“*, 2006 
Feast of Saint Stephen, first martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Mt 10:17-22 
8:00 a.m. Dally Liturgy 

Intention: Deacon’s Walt & John for their gift of 
their ministry 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 

Wednesday. December 27**', 2006 
Feast of Saint John, Apostle and evangelist 
1 Jn 1:1-4 Jn 20:1a and 2-8 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
9: 00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Food Pantry 
6:00 p.m. Dally Liturgy 
Intention: Healing of Sexually Abused 
No Wednesday Night Meal 
No Faith Formation Classes 

Thursday. December 28**'. 2006 
Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2 Mt 2:13-18 
8:00 a.m. Dally Liturgy 
Intention: Improved health for Cruz Ybarra 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 

Friday. December 29“*. 2006 
The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 
IJn 2:3-11 Lk 2:22-35 
8:00 a.m. Daily Liturgy 

Intention: Thanksgiving for all the volunteers of 
OLBH 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 


6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. - Volunteer Christmas 
Party 

Saturday. December 30“*. 2006 
The Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 
1 Jn 2:12-17 Lk 2:36-40 
8:00 a.m. Daily Liturgy 

Intention: To live the Incarnation of Christ in our 
lives 

9:00 a.m. - Noon - Food Pantry 
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. - Reconciliation 
Sunday Readings 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 Col 3:12-21 Lk 2:41-52 
5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Repose of Alvin Picotte 
Ministry Schedule: 

Bread Baker: Becky Wentz 
Altar Servers: Katie* & David Strand, Joe 
Schulte 

Blood: Carol Conway, Ken & Kathy Van Asma, 
Jerry Silbernagel 
Body: Walt Wilson 
Lector: Tony Berendse & Carrie Baker 
Sacristan: Ken & Kathy Van Asma 
Usher: Kevin Conway & Bette Stebbins 
Choir: Lori Miller 

Sunday. December 31^*. 2006 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 Col 3:12-21 Lk 2:41-52 
8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: For the parish of OLBH 
Ministry Schedule: 

Altar Servers: Brianna*, Cheyenne & Garrett 
Quinn 

Blood: Dean & Mary Antonsen, Kathy Amiotte, 
Larry Williamson 
Body: Walt Wilson 
Lector: Joyce & Larry Williamson 
Sacristan: Barb & Gary Erickson 
Usher: Becky & Ken Wentz 
Choir: Regina's Minstrels 

No RCIA Class 

No Faith Formation Class 

No Coffee & Rolls 

10:30 a.m. Liturgy of Eucharist 
Intention: For all families 

Ministry Schedule: 

Altar Servers: Austin*, Kaleah Evans, Tyler 
Carbine 

Blood: Denise McCormick, Lorinda Collings 
Doug Mickies, Jim Hoag 
Body: Walt Wilson 

Lector: Tom Collings & Cathleen Denekamp 
Sacristan: Doug & Cary Mickles 
Usher: The Weaver Family 
Choir: Lori Miller 

Sparks From Mark 

I hope everyone’s Advent was a time of longing 
and patiently waiting for the coming of the Christ 
child in our midst once again, the One we call 
Emmanuel; God with us. As we enter the season of 
Christmas, we are given sixteen days from Dec. 
24* to Jan. 8*, the Baptism of the Lord, to 
celebrate this great gift of the mystery of 
Incarnation into our lives. With this gift of 
Incarnation, we celebrate Jesus Christ—the Son of 
God becoming human. 


The gift of the Incarnation is that Jesus takes 
on our humanity—he dies for our sinfulness. 
The gift of the Incarnation is that we begin to 
take on the divinity of Christ—called to 
witness and to lead a life of holiness. This is 
truly a great season in our Liturgical year that 
has great possibilities for us, if we simply let 
the season of Christmas give shape and form to 
our lives as followers of Emmanuel. 

My prayer for all of us is, we live and give 
birth to Jesus in a new way this Christmas 
season by allowing the Spirit of the Nativity 
with all its wonderful images of Christian faith 
and tradition, be our guide for the next sixteen 
days. 

As we grow in our in understanding in this 
new church year and as we pass through the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas, we might 
want to think of ways in which we live the 
divinity of Christ in a new way. One such 
possibility is to treat your self to the Called 
and Gifted Workshop taking place in our 
parish Friday and Saturday February 22 and 
23. Called and Gifted is an experience or 
encounter of clarifying your gifts and how 
God, through his Son Jesus, is calling you to 
share your gifts by participating in his divine 
life by building up the Reign of God. 

May this Christmas season be filled with the 
peace and love of Emmanuel for you and your 
families. 

An Animator of Christ, 

Fr. Mark 


Prayer Corner: Names will remain on the list for 
one month. Please contact the office for continued 
prayers. 

Improved Health - Glenn Bartholomay & Marilyn 
Ziska (mother of LuAnne Davis) 

Repose - Darvin Weiger, Mary Smith 


STEWARDSHIP 
December Ih'" & 17“* 
Loose 
Envelopes 
Votive 
Student 
Building 
Total 


■ Renovation Pledges i 

i May F', 2005 to April 30*, 2007 : 

\ Total Pledged-$141,112.01 ! 

: Total received - $106,352.64 : 

..■■ 



$1,166.00 

$2,641.00 

$7.50 

$94.11 

$530.00 

$4,438.61 


Wednesday Meal Volunteers We are in 

need of families or individuals to help 
prepare the Wednesday Evening meal. 
Please see the sign up sheets on the 
window of the front office or call 
Teresa at 787-5168. 

REMINDER: There will be NO FAITH 

FORMATION CLASSES due to the 
Christmas Recess on: 

Wednesday, December 20* 

Sunday, December 24 
Wednesday, December 27 
Sunday, December 31 








FAITH FORMATION CLASSES RESUME: 

Wednesday, January 3 
Sunday, January 7 

LIVE NATIVITY We are asking if there are 
youth that are interested in participating in the 
Live Nativity, please contact the office with 
your name and phone number. With enough 
interest, we want to offer this before and 
after each mass the weekend of January 6- 7 
for Epiphany. We will also need help with 
setting up, as well as animals and other items to 
create the setting. Can you help us in giving the 
parish this gift? 

* OL'B^hC J^nuaC ^oCunteers 

Christmas ^artu 

‘There udCC be a Christmas 
‘Party in appreciation for att the volunteers 
at OL‘B!}{. Ifr. iMark^and the staff invite 
you to a party in your honor on ^Friday, 
'December 29, at 6 pm here at OLPPb. Let 
us thank-you for the pifts you have given! 

You are Invited 
Called & Gifted Program 
Topic 1: The call to the new evanselization 
Pope John Paul II has called the Church to a 
“new evangelization” - a reawakening of the 
Church’s missionary spirit. The Holy Father is 
calling each Catholic to participate, to actively 
help spread the Faith by sharing it at work, in our 
families, and among friends and by living a holy 
life. Coming to our parish on Friday and 
Saturday February 22 and 23, will be a two-day 
program, the Called & Gifted Workshop that 
teaches about the role of lay Catholics in the 
Church’s mission to the world and about the gifts 
that each of us has been given in order to fulfill 
that mission. Everyone is invited to participate. 
To learn more, call 

Diocesan News: 

.Come Let Us Adore Him 

- 40 Hours Adoration - 

Begins with mass at 5:30 pm on Sunday, 
December 31°' through Mass on Tuesday, 
January 2"", 2007 at 10:30 am 
Followed by a Celebration 

ST. THERESE, THE LITTLE FLOWER 
532 ADAMS ST., RAPID CITY 

Join Bishop Cupich for First Friday 
Mass and Lunch - Jan. 5 

Mass begins at 11:15 a.m. in the chapel at 
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. Lunch is served afterward in the 
church hall, followed by remarks from 
Bishop Cupich. The $5 charge for lunch 
benefits Catholic schools in Rapid City. 


National Vocations Awareness Week 

January 7-12, 2007, is National Vocations 

Awareness Week. It begins with the celebration of 
the Epiphany - as the wise men of old brought 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the Christ 
Child, so wise men and women today give Him 
their lives. Let us remember to pray for priests 
and consecrated men and women this week, and 
for manied couples and families. Send a card to a 
priest or consecrated person this week, thanking 
them for the gift of themselves given to Christ and 
to His body, the Church, or invite them for dinner. 
Pray for more vocations to priesthood and 
consecrated life - and consider a vocation to 
priesthood or consecrated life! www.Gods- 
call.org 

COMMON SENSE PARENTING CLASS 

Eriday, January 12 will be the first meeting for a 
new Common Sense Parenting class. The course 
offers parents practical ideas and techniques for 
raising happy, well-adjusted children. It focuses on 
the parent/child relationship and stresses the 
important role parents play as examples in their 
children’s lives. 

The classes will meet at Catholic Social Services, 
918 Fifth Street, Rapid City, from 1:30 to 3:00 
PM. The first session must be attended, and 5 out 
of 6 of the following sessions in order to earn a 
certificate of completion. For more information, or 
to register, call 605-348-6086 

Level 11 Separated & Divorced Support Group. 

“Happiness Is An Inside Job” , begins at 7:00 p.m., 
Thursday, January 11“'' at St. Therese Church, 532 
Adams St., Rapid City. Level II is an eight-week non- 
denominational support group using John Powell’s book 
by the same name. The group is designed to help those 
who are separated or divorced to deepen their healing 
experience and find new meaning and purpose in their 
lives. Previous Level I attendance helpful but not 
required. Registration fee (includes the book) is $38.00. 
Pre-registration is required. For information, contact 
Family Life Ministries at 343-3541. 

Christian Family Planning Seminar , a 

requirement for engaged couples, will be offered 
by the Diocesan Natural Family Planning Ministry 
on Saturday, January 20“', 9:00 a.m. - Noon at 
St. Joseph’s in Spearfish. The seminar is also an 
enriching learning experience for married couples 
and anyone wanting to know more about Natural 
Family Planning and the Church’s teachings. For 
more information, and to register for this seminar, 
call Family Life Ministries at 343-3541. 

“ Love Is In the Air! ”, the 2007 Married 
Sweethearts Mass & Dinner-Dance will be held on 
Saturday, February 3, 2007. Mass is at 5:00 p.m. 
at Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont and the 
Dinner-Dance will be held at Stagestop 
Receptions, Piedmont. Registration required - 
deadline is January Ih***! Registrations received 
before January 15'*' are $50/couple; late 
registrations received by January 26'*' are 
$60/couple. For more information, please call 
Kathy at Family Life Ministries at 343-3541 or e- 
mail at kcordes@diorc.org 


Faithful Citizenship Sunday December 24 - 
4'*' Sunday of Advent On the occasion of 
recent Congresses of the Pontifical Academy 
for Life, I have had the opportunity to reassert 
the teaching of the Church, addressed to all 
people of good will, on the human value of the 
newly conceived child, also when considered 
prior to implantation in the uterus. The fact 
that you at this Congress have expressed your 
commitment and hope to achieve new 
therapeutic results from the use of cells of the 
adult body without recourse to the suppression 
of newly conceived human beings, and the fact 
that your work is being rewarded by results, 
are confirmation of the validity of the Church’s 
constant invitation to full respect for the 
human being from conception. The good of 
human beings should not only be sought in 
universally valid goals, but also in the methods 
used to achieve them. 

Address to Pontifical Academy for Life 
symposium on “Stem Cells: What Future for 
Therapy?” 

Benedict XVI, September 16, 2006. 

http://www.zenit.org/english/ 

(From the Diocesan Pro-Life Commission Faithful 
Citizenship Committee) 


For the Ride Home 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 24, 2006 

Scripture 

❖ his greatness shall reach to the ends 
of the earth; he shall be peace.. 
(Micah 5:4) 

❖ Rouse your power, and come to save 
us. (Psalm 80:3) 

❖ “Behold, I come to do your will”. 
(Hebrews 10:9) 

❖ Blessed are you who believed that 
what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled. (Luke 1:45) 

Reflection 

❖ What do you possess that will keep 
you from heaven? 

❖ What can you dispossess to gain 
heaven? 

❖ What was spoken and believed? 

❖ Where is there enough power to 
bring peace on Earth? 

... it is easy for an insightful person who 
understands the things of the spirit to free 
themselves from material things. St Denys 
says that God offers his heaven for sale, but 
nothing is as cheap as heaven, when it is for 
sale and nothing is as exalted and as delightful 
to possess when it has been earned. Heaven is 
cheap because it on sale to everyone for a price 
that they can afford. Therefore we should give 
all that we have for heaven, especially our own 
self-will. As long as we cling to self will we 
have not yet earned heaven. But for those who 
abandon themselves and their self-will it is 
easy to part from material things. (Meister 
Eckhart, Selected Writings, Oliver Davis, 
Penguin Classics, 1994, p 131) 


















